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REPORT.

ErEorrIo TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT,
(Genersl Superintendent’s Office,)
- Melbourne, February, 1869.
I,

T have the honor to submit the following Report on the condition and business of the Department
under my supervision for the year ending 81st Decomber, 1868, in accordance with section 26 of
25 Vict. No. 160.

EXTENSION OF LINES, ETC.

The only extension of communication opened during the past year was tho short lino from
Smythesdale to Linton, alluded to in my last Annual Report. The office at Linton was opened to tho
public on the 23rd October last.

Communication was also opened with Mansfield, on the Wood’s Point line, on the 12th November
Tast, under the guarantee system.

The Mansfield office is guaranteed by six responsiblo persons resident in the locality, under a
bond for the sum of £1,000, securing the Government against loss on account of the working and
‘maintenance of the station (as between revenue and expenditure) to the extent of £150 annually.

The office at Redbank was closed on the Gth October last, the receipts at that office having so
much fallen off that a loss of about £140 per annum was entailed on the service through excess of
expenditure over revenue at that place.

The sum of £1,500, out of £2,418 16s. Gd., lapsed during 1868, on account of the voto for
extending a line from Sale to Bairnsdale, was re-voted by Parlioment. A contract has been accepted,
limited to the smaller sum (on account), and the work is now proceeding satisfactorily. It will be
necessary, however, that an additional vote should be obtained before the work can be completed.

This will form a branch line from Sale, and I purpose working it by means of the new ink-recording,
direct-acting instruments of Messrs. Seimens and Halske, and Messrs. Wasserlein and Co. of Berlin.
Should means be provided in sufficient time, I hope to be able to open the Bairnsdale line during the
month of April next.

No steps have yet heen taken toward providing the extension of line so much required from
Swan Hill to Euston, as a connecting point with the direot intercolonial line between Sydney and
Adelaide, alluded to in my two previous Reports.

1 have on former oceasions so strongly urged the importance of this connection, that any further
reference to the subject at the present time is not, I think, required.

The proposed extension of a line from Port Albert to Wilson’s Promontory has been strongly
urged by shipowners and others during the past year.

T have nothing to add to my Report on that subject (Appendix to Report for 1867), except to
state that, on 2 more close examination of the locality, I find that the estimate of probable cost might be
reduced to £4,000, instead of the amount, £4,725, at first named, the dificulties of the route having
been somewhat overrated.

The advantages from this line would chiefly acertie to the shipping and mercantile interest, but
indirectly to the colony generally. As the necessity for the extension is, I believe, fully understood, it
is ‘perhaps unnecessary that I should here discuss the matter further than to cbserve, that the line
might, in my opinion, be made fully self-supporting through the imposition of a small addition (say,
Tess than a halfpenny) to the tonnage dues on vessels engaged in the intercolonial trade.

Tho extension of line to Walhalla (Stringer’s Creek) has not yet been carried out, owing to the
absence of funds; but I trust that the requisite provision (£2,250) may be included on the Estimates for
the current year. &

The office proposed at Walhalla has been guaranteed in the usual manner for a period of five
years, at a limit of £150 per annum, as between revenue and expenditure. The course of the line should
e as a branch, cither from Rosedale or from Shady Creek, as may be determined on future inspection
and survey; the basis being, as in the case of all previous telegraph surveys in this colony, the formation
of a practicshle road, available for ordinary traffc during all seasons.
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Contracts for some portions of the extensive repairs referred to in my previous Report as being
urgently required on several lines, have been let during the past three months, and the work is now in
progress.

The contracts are as follow :—

Western Line.—Melbourne to Williamstown and Geelong, Geelong to junction of Cape
Otway linc.

Cross-Country Line.—Ballarat to Creswick, Clunes, Daylesford, Talbot, and Maryborough.

North- Western Line.—Ballarat to Beaufort, Portland, and Hamilton, Ararat, and Streatham.

Northern Line.—Sandhurst to Gisborne.

The minimum expenditure authorized on account of these contracts is £2,032 18s. 6d.; but as a
considerable period has clapsed since the poles now being replaced were examined and condemned, an
addition to the number must necessarily be provided for in several localities where the action of decay
has been more than usually rapid.

"The necessity for immediate repairs on the Melbourne, Williamstown, and Geelong line was too
pressing to admit of delay sufficient to allow time for obtaining a supply of “jarrah” (Swan River
‘mahogany) for that work ; but the repairs now in course will probably preserve the line against actual
interraption for some years to come, while in the meantime steps will be taken for adopting some more
permanent material as supports for such a line, carrying, as it does, eight wires, and being the most
important of all the lines radiating from Melbourne.

T have received from the contractors for telegraph supplies (Messrs. Oppenheimer and Company)
eight iron poles of a new design (patented)—four plain, and four galvanized.

These poles are hollow, each 24 feet in length, fitted together in three sections; they are of
wrought iron in tubular form, secured by socket fittings, and fastened by strong rings of malleable iron,
“chilled” over the socket fitting; they are provided with cast-iron bearers or arms fitted to receive
insulating pins and insulators ; cross feet at the base of the pole and near the surface of the ground are
also provided, secured to the pole by strong bolts and nuts.

1 propose to test about one mile of this description of pole on a portion of the main Sydney line
with a0 equal mumber of redgum poles, the difference in the cost of the respective poles being about 50
per cent., viz., redgum, 20s., and iron, 30s. each. The iron poles are 9 inches in circumference at the
base, and 5} inches in ciroumference at the top; they have the advantage of being more easily handled
than redgum, and ave less difficult to transport over swampy ground, while their superiority in regard
to durability can scarcely be questioned.

On the other hand, the very durable character of redgum renders it perhaps not inferior to
“jarrah,” while the present price of the former (about 2s. 43d per cubic foot) removes any argument
on the side of excessive cost, the price of each being nearly the same.

The introduction of the patent galvanized iron poles in New South Wales appears to have been
determined upon to a large extent, as I am informed that an order for 4,000 is now being executed for
that colony.

Tron poles of nearly similar construction are, I believe, extensively employed on the lines in
Prussia; but the conditions in that country are dissimilar to those presented in most portions of Victoria,
where suitable timber is comparatively cheap and abundant.

1 think, however, that the use of iron poles on the Melbourne and Geelong line, and on some
portions of the lines crossing the great western plains, would be attended with much advantage and
wltimate economy to this branch of the public service.

Absence of available funds has prevented any immediate action toward re-poling a portion of the
main Sydney line between Melbourne and Kilmore and sections of other lines in the southern and
svestern districts ; but, 5o soon as the amount proposed o be provided on the Estimates for 1869 may have
Deen appropriated by Parliament, I purpose submitting the necessary recommendation for your approval.

During the months of November and December an alteration was made in the lines extending
southward and eastward from Melbourne (Gippsland, &c.), by removing the poles, wires, and insulators
from the roads and streets, and refitting the wires, &c., on the route of the Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay
TUnited Railway Company, by placing the same on the existing poles of the telegraph belonging to that
company up to the intersections of streets in the suburbs, where the lines branch off to their respective
destinations. -

The arrangement with the railvay company (approved by the Honorable the Chief Secretary in
May, 1868) is to the effect, that the cost of providing new poles, so far as the Government wires extend,
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shall be equally shared by the company and the Government, and that, in consideration of the company
conveying the line inspectors, workmen, and materials free of charge, no Glaim is to be made by the
Department on account of labor for erecting any poles along the line of the company’s railway.

By this change the Department is saved the cost of maintaining nearly three miles of line, besides
gaining the advantage of securing the insulators, &c., more perfectly against loss through breakage, and
providing greater protection from accidental injury or interruption to the communication.

INTERRUPTIONS TO COMMUNICATION.

The Return (Appendix A) is a transeript of the entrics in the record book kept at this office,
in which are noted, daily, details of the interruptions or defects in working occurring on the various
lines throughout the colony, including also particulars relating to the transmission of reports of later
European news brought by the branch mail steamer vid Adelaide.

The greatest number of interruptions occurred on the Gippsland line, where the stoppages
amounted to six whole days, and on eight occasions a loss of sixty hours in broken periods.

‘The damage appears to have been chiefly caused by trees falling on the line; and considering the
heavily timbered district through which the route has necessarily been carried, it is a subject for
congratulation that the interruptions have not been more frequent.

The Capo Otway lino was interrupted, through similar causes, during three whole days, snd in
broken periods for six hours.

The importance attached by the public generally to this comparatively non-remunerative branch
of our telegraphic system, is more especially noticeable when an interruption occurs; the absence of
the usual Cape Otway reports being apparently as much felt at the present day as the temporary
interruption during foggy weather of the old flag signals with Hobson’s Bay was matter for lament
some sixteen years back.

Interruptions on the Wood’s Point line only amounted to one day, and on nine oceasions, at
intervals, a loss of fifty-two hours working time. This shows a considerable improvement on past
experience, the same line having been stopped during four whole days, and on five occasions for twenty-
six and one-half hours, during 1867.

The t i ion during the year have been almost inappre-
ciable, the loss having only amounted to a total of twenty-four hours, at three broken intervals.

On one occasion, when communication with Sydney was suspended (September 9th), messages
were forwarded vid Adelaide and the direct interior line between that city and Sydney, vid Wentworth,
Deniliquin, &c., thus traversing a distance of fully 1,600 miles to reach their destination.

Tt is worthy of note that the transmission of the monthly mail news vid Adelaide has not been
once interrupted withiu the past year. I attribute this success partially to the favorable weather we
Bave had, and partially to the effective arrangements for inspection and prompt repair of any accidental
defect in the electrical condition of the lines; the latter being a point of vital importance in working
long cireuits, such as are adopted on the intercolonial communication.

COMPLAINTS OF ERRORS, DELAYS, ETC.

Extracts from the “ Complaint Book ” kept at this office show that, during 1868, the number of
official complaints received was twenty-five (25). These relate chiefly to delays in delivery of telegrams ;
the remainder relate to errors and omissions.

In fifteen (15) instances the fault was traced to assistant opetrs and messengers, who were
dealt with accordingly.

In ten (10) instances it was clearly ascertained that the fault was not attributable to any
irregularity or failure in duty of any officer of this service.

The number of complaints s a decrease to the extent of eight on the number recorded for 1867,
while the number of telegrams transmitted and received during 1868 is 41,029 greater than in 1867.

Taking into account the total number of telegrams for the year 1868—276,677, containing
at the lowest estimate 2,766,770 words—and remembering that each word has been written out
telegraphically by the transmitting, and again transcribed by the receiving operator, and that each
telegram has engaged a portion of the duty of 196 persons employed in this service, I am of opinion
that the result will bear favorable comparison with any similar service elsewhere.
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GUARANTEED OFFICES.

Subjoined are the acoounts current for the only two guaranteed ofices which can at present be
noticed in this Report.

YEAR 1
ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH s-umow PENSHURST.
Dr. Statexexs or REVENUE AND Exrexprrums rmow Ist JANUARY 10 Slst DECENDER, 1858, .
d | £ s d
| By Revenue paid into Treasury 5713 9
o | Val(\;e of mosseges trusmitied on} ST
oveonment s
Balance .. : s 6
Total 18116 0
YEAR 1868.
ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH STATION, COLERAINE.
Dr. StaTexexr or Revexvs Axp EXPENDITURE PROX 15t JAUART 70 315 DECENDER, 1866, G
3 £ o d
Tofalary .. .. By Revenue pid mw Treasury 18918 7
Storés and fransport i luo of messages transmitted on) | g 1o o
Fuel and inci Govevmmml:emcc
Rentiof office 22 08
Totl . .| WO

The balance due by the gaarantors at Coleraine has been duly paid up to the Slst December
last, and deposited in the Treasury to account of revenue.

The amount due by the guarantors at Penshurst up to 81st December, 1867 (£125 95. 21.), as
shown by my previous Report, has also been received and passed to the revenue account.

The sum now due (£111 8s. 6d.), up to 31st December, 1868, has not yet been received.

The expenditure at these and other guaranteed offices is necessarily reduced to the lowest
minimum_consistent with the efficient working of the communication, and it is hoped tha, as the
business interests of the several localities, become more extended and important, the business of the
telegraph. will increase proportionally, so that in future years the payments by the guatantors may be
reduced to a merely nominal amount,

The guaranteed offices last opened are—at Mensfield and at Serpentine.

Both places named are guaranteed to the extent of £150 per annum cach, for a period of five years,

Owing to the absence of proyision for the purpose, no active measures have been adopted for
extending communication to Walhalla, (Stringers’ Creek), a guaranteed offico; but as you have approved
of my xecommendation, that the requisite amount (£2,250) should be placed on the Estimates of
Expenditure for 1869, the work will, in all probability, be carried out during the present year.

Before deciding on the exact route for the line, it will be necessary that T should examine both
tracks proposed, one vid Rosedale, the other vid Shady Creek, on the Gippsland line. The adoption of
the track vid, Shady Creek would involve placing an operator and instruments, &c., at that place, a
contingency which could be avoided by taking the line 4id Rosedale (where an office has been already
established), although the latter is perhaps the least favorable route, keeping in view fature probabilities
as to a good road available for general traffic. :

INCREASED FACILITIES FOR COMMUNICATION.

Under your approval a system for the receipt and despatch of telegrams at places where no
telegraph station may have been established, was initiated in the month of -December last, and a public
‘notice on the subject was inserted in the Government Gazetle.

The plan admits of telegrams being received at one hundred and ninety-one country post offices,
a list of which is given by-the statement marked Appendix B, heroto annexed. Payment of charges is
made in postage-stamps. The telegram, together: with the amount of charges (in stamps), is then
forwarded by first post to-the mearest telegraph station, whence transmission is effected, the only
additional expense to the sender heing the cost.of postage necessary to convey the envelope. and its
contents to the telegraph station. Replies or return telegrams can be forwarded in the same manner on
‘payment of a single postage rate in addition to the telegraph charge, at any telegraph station in Victoria.

Already advantage has been' taken in several localities of the facilities thus offered, but
sufficient time has not yet passed to admit of an opinion being formed s to the general success of the
scheme. I am of opinion, however, that it will work satisfactorily.
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Tt has already been tried by the New Zealand administration, and 1 am informed that the
public have availed themselves of the post offices for telegraphic transmission to a considerable extent.

In the absenco of actual telegraphic intercourse, the medium of communication affordedin the
‘manner described is undoubtedly a great convenience, and there is mothing in the working details to
rotard the practical success of the arrangement.

FINANCIAL CONDITION OF THE DEPARTMENT.
In tho following Returns, compiled from the records kept at this offce, will bo found full

partioulars relating to the Revenue and Expenditure for ‘1868, embracing also other information

respecting the general business of the past year:—

STATEMENT SHOWING THE CASH REVENUE, AMOU'NT 'CHARGEABLE FOR GOVERNMENT BUSINESS,

NUMBER OF MESSAGES TRANSMITTED AND RECEIVED, AND THE WORKING EXPENSES OF
EACH OFFICE IN THE DEPARTMENT, DURING THE YEAR 1865. -
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STATION IN VICTORIA, DURING THE YEAR 1865

STATEMENT SHOWING THE ACTUAL CASH REVENUE DERIVED FROM EACH ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH
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YEAR 1863,
ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT.
Dr.
£ s d
To total cost of working and maintenance of lines from 1st January to 31st December, 1868 i—
5 and wages : 5 3460419 5
Contingencies e 702 811
a5 3 4
Cr.
£ s
By Cash xecipts puid into Treasury on account of collotions from st Jamuary 1o
st December, ... £31058 6 8
s S i bl (st of il o e
or same period—
New South Wales 40117 11
South Australia ... 8110 3
i 4 8 2
" | sosats s
Amonnt dus by Queensand an account of interolonil busingss fo thesame period 28
mount paid by guarantors o sccount of guaranteed ofces for tho year A 125 9 2
Value of charges on Governmen: business 9916 111
Less waluc of charges on telograms ror Tailway service mnummeﬂ from Lhz
several railuway telegraph office 259 7 3
i ———— | remus
e o publi telegrems rlsting toshipping, &c. A 2950 0 0
Balan 3 Rl 650 15 4
075 3 4
Plectic Telegraph Department, General Superintendent's O,
ourne, January, 1869.
YEAR 1868,
EXPENDITURE UNDER CONTROL OF PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT.
£ s d

Total expenditure for lines, stations, &c, as per previous statement, to 3lst Decomber, 1867 ..

EXPENDITORE DURING 1868,
Main extension of

lines £4500 0 0
New buildings and repairs to existing buildings 485 2 7
Cumnext BXPENDITURE DURING 1868,

Rentof chief office vl s . £810 4 0
Rent of temporary offices 235 3 10

262,616 18 10

498 2 7

267,603 1 5

1045 710

YEAR 1865,
THE DEPARTMENT OF RAILWAYS IN ACCOUNT WITH THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH
DEPARTMENT.
Dr. 5 s a or. - £ s d
o Value of stares, stationery, acids, &c. By Revenue collected for the transmission
ied to railway telegraph offces’ | 210 0 6 ivato telograms 450 7 2
Propoionsie cok of maintnanco of Balance carried down in favor of Elcc-
Tailway telegraph lines 199 3 0 tric Telograph Department ... | 280 8 ©
Special showasn b inspector offaitva
{elegrah vty 00
Salary of an operator for railway telo-
graph iruit o Mclhourne station .. | 1800 0
Salary of messenger at Woodend . 268
Moletyof salary of messengeras William:
e e
— 7015 2 7015 2
Te Bulaace brought down i vor of Tee- v
tric Telograph Departmen 230 8 0
o Nonias valus of charge ontelegrams for ralvay servi transmitid from the | g
‘Tailway telegraph offices s } P25 14ED)

No.19, a.
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The amount creditable to cash revenue during 1869 amounts to £30,760 10s. 4., being an
increase on the revenue of 1867 (£29,148 12s. 2d.) to the extent of £1,611 18s. 2d.

The increase in the number of telegrams transmitted is 41,029,

The following statement presents a comparison of the business transacted at each station for the
years 1867 and 186

STATEMENT SHOWING THE COMPARATIVE REVENUE FOR THE YEARS 1867 AND 1868,

Namo of Station. Tevenno 1867. Rovenuo 1805, | Tncreaso 1665, | Decroaso 1555,

&~
S
~

% ed #_ed.

Melbourne 613 19

Eacoars o

a0 6 ann s ® N aaREreverne5 vEaneSan aa o
wBommvm

cwr ouNGaua~ore wowENGaE an o §

@ E °
b avar- 2B suSuarEle nae - Sre o vEeeSan v ace 1 Z oan wu

©Zuno med BEABCOOOR NwO B ok w Soue ok o

Queensclift
Redbank
Rosedale
Rutherglen

Seymour
Smythesdale
Stawell

824 3
Yackandandah

3
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STATEMENT SHOWING THE COMPARATIVE REVENUE FOR THE YEARS 1867 AND 186—continued.

Name of Statin. Revenue 1667, |  Tevenuo 1865, | Tcreaso 168, | Decrease 1505

o
&
s

~
-
~
®
~

Rapwar Cncorr.

183 9 a5 3
wmm.mum. June\mn 1151 -

25 11 saw
Tiete Nover

Totsl .| 28575 6 8 | 01058 6 8 | 83 3 1

The large increase at Ballarat is most observable, and from present experience is likely to
continue.

The revenue has increased at 37, and decreased at 48 stations; but the amount of increase has
exceeded the sum of decrease to the amount of £2,183 0s. 5d.

Tt is proposed to close many of the least remunerative stations (unless in cases where a guarantee
may be offered), and when this may have been done, the Dr. and Cr. account will, perhaps, show more
favorably in a commercial point of view,

The following Return gives a recapitulation of the business of the Department since its estab-
lishment in 1854 up to the end of 1868, and may be instructive as illustrating the fluctuations of trade,
on which the revenue from telegrams is chiefly dependent:—

ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH DEPARTMENT.
TABUTAR STATENENT SIOWING STATISTICS OF BUSINESS FRON 1854 TO 1868 XNCLUSIVE.

Nomber of
Charse for Tog Namvee o
year. o terene | G iipame| et TS
d@ ey d
1854 7 1037 0 5 1570 3869
1855 1 o741 8 2359 12201
1856 5 24228 25585 13174
1857 10 033 13 3 65 60,
1838 10 10,126 15 10 17834 131,486
1839 o 21301 8 7 31,699 1975
1860 2 2127012 2 9918 167,572
1851 4 566 13 11 10818 184,688
1862 H 15,466 0 9 49,008 211685
1865 s 18289 8 2 78038 234520
1864 n 1437512 0 71,999 256,3
1865 4 156 19 3 68,946 279,741
1866 i 12899 16 0 63,506 277787
1867 g 12 2 6588 18 0 59,887 2357648
1868 5108 6 8 9916 111 57,047 276,677
Total | omsesatio | 159,905 18 1 03112 2,545,146

Nothing has yet been determined respecting payment for telegrams  transmitted on the service
of the Government, a subject alluded to by me in former Reports.

The practice of obtaining payment for all telegrams has long been adopted with most satisfactory
results in the adjoining colonies, and I have already urged the matter on your consideration.

There can be little doubt that, until the same course may have been introduced in this colony, the
‘means for determining, with a proper degreo of acouracy, the real pecuniary value of the telegraph will
be comparatively unattainable.

I believe that, at the present time, there are not more telegrams forwarded on Her Majesty’s
Service than may be actually necessary for facilitating the multifarious business of governmental
administration in this colony ; but I consider that, if such telegrams were paid for (as should be the
case), and the revenue from that source duly carried to the credit of this service, the senders and
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receivers of telegrams on Her Majesty’s Service would attach. much more importunce to those commu-
nications than at present, when the knowledge that the service is rendered gratuitously detracts to a
certain extent from the absolute value of the document.

AIl services rendered by the Railways, Water Supply, Penal Establishment, and some other
Departments, are reglarly paid for and carried to revenue account in the ordinary manner. I am
therefore of opinion that it would be only equitable to extend the same privilege to the Electric Tele-
‘graph, for obvious reasons.

The usual accounts for telegrams transmitted on the service of the several Departments during
1868 give the following results:—

RETURN SHOWING THE AMOUNTS ACTUALLY CHARGEABLE TO EACH GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT
FOR TELEGRAMS TRANSMITTED DURING THE YEAR ENDED 3lsr DECEMBER, 1863.

oNpER d. i £ s d
Legislative Assombly 4 Governmnnt?nnter 1418 2
Tegislative Librar) 5 y = 613

ot Seorotary's Ofice 6 Royal Engineers 028
H [ty
9 Total ... 21913 9
2 || DerarmzTs mDER Coramsstone or Laxps
s A Surve
3 Crown Lands ... | 9 710
7 Geological Survey Gl 1 810
4 i
3 Total | ... o1 s
10
Daesuguzer op Pusuio Wosss
s “Public Works o | 100 811
4 Axp Costons
5 Gustoms, .. 32019 6
1 illeric 2 10
0 T 1570
4 B
Total= 7255 S| Babas . 8
Total o | 3114 3 ——
Dearzuest or Post Orpice :

Daransezs oxpun Mogsron or Jsmcn “Post, Office. w188 59
County aud oter Courts 18215 4
ZFolice Magistrates 52 0 1| Drranmumsr or Muvss:

w1583 Mings .| 18910 0

Total .. .| 300 3 8 | Devasmumyss voons ComussioNss op Raii-

xS xp Roap
Drranpuers vione Tassonnn: ilway . - |2r07 5 1
casury .o 15417 6 Roods 2ot Brdges s 0
olunteer: 30 —
Stores and Transpe om 2 Total S PYIYRTIN
REOAPITULATION.

Departments under— . d. || Departments under- £ s d
Chief Secretary . . s mnm.moneror'mdeud Customs... | 944 7
Attorney-General . . 2 158 5 9

inister of Justice. , 8 Hinisen oF Miagar 0 0
casurer 9 Commissioner of Railways and Roads 18 1
Cor er of Lands and Survey . | s
Commnissoner of Public Works - | 160 '8 11/ Totsl w9916 110

Blecrio Telgragh Department,
perintendent
s M

Carrying to account the amount of charges for the transmission of telegrams on Government
service, as detailed by the foregoing statement, the correct financial position of the Department for
1868 will stand thus : —

YEAR 1868,
 ed
Total revenue from all sources 41084 5 0
onual saving on Post Offce expenditure through combined offes (as shown by previous Reports) 3,300 0 0
43584 5 0
Total expenditure under all Heads . e e e e 44715 8 4
BALANGE PROFIT e w1819 18

Leaving out the annual saving on postal expenditure, particularly detailed by my Report for 1866,
tho actual balanco on the transactions of 1868 leaves only a sum of £680 185, 44 against the
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Department; but as the amount of annual saving on other expenditure should, I think, be taken into
‘account, the sum to the credit of the Department will be fairly shown, as above stated, at £1,819 1s. 8d.
for the year 1868,

The savings effected on the votes for salaries and contingencies (1868) amounts collectively to
the sum of £3,405 7s. 8d.—viz., salaries, £1,205 7s. 8d.; contingencies, £2,200.

The latter item will not be & permanent saving, as a large proportion of the amount provided
wWas not expended, owing to the temporary suspension of Government payments.

LINES IN OTHER COLONIES.

No official reports for 1868 bave yot been reccived from the Superintendents of the Telegraph
Departments in other colonies; but, through the courtesy of the Messrs. Cracknell, in New South Wales
and Queensland, and of Mr. Todd, in South Australia, I have received the following particulars by
electri telograph

NEW SOUTH WALES, 1868. £ s
Revenue from all sources .. 2 30817 15 11
Expenditure 2872 2 4

Prorrr ... 894513 7

Number of telegrams transmitted ... e 182,872

‘Nomber of miles of I, ncluding liats now in progress 5,015
QUEENSLAND, 1868, £ ad
Rovenue from all sources ... . % 17,017 0 3
‘Expenditure 15631 2 5

Promr .. . 1445 17 10

Number of telograms transmitted .o o e 59652
SOUTH AUSTRALIA. £ s d
Revenue from all soufees e e 1
Espenditure 15519 18 1
4185 2 0

Number of telegrams transmitted
‘Number of miles of wire

110,400
16424

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION WITH EUROPE VIA JAVA AND INDIA.

T am not in receipt: of any positive information on this subjeot further then that farnished by
my Report for 1867, but T believe that the works of the new Indo-European Telegraph Company are
now being pushed forward vigorously.

Tt does not appear, however, that any connestion with Australia is immediately in contemplation,
nor do I think that any private propriotary will readily invest its capital in submarine cables across
Torres Straits so long as the Imperial Government adheres to the ¢ Treasury Minute, dated 18th
Junuary, 1867, relative to telegraphic communication between the United Kingdom and its Depen-
dongies,”  For corrospondence, vide Appendix C of Roport for 1867.

TELEGRAPHIC COMMUNICATION BETWEEN TASMANIA AND VICTORIA.

The latest advices received by me from Captain Sherard Osborn, RN., Chairman of the
Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company, announced that the Iuvestigalor, S.S., might be
expected to arrive here carly in March with the cable on board.

A letter received subsequently from Captain George Gilmore, agent to the Tasmanian Govern-
ment, states that on the st January upwards of one hundred miles of the cablo had been shipped on
board the Tusestigator at North Woalwich, and that tho remainder would probably be shipped in the
course of a week, so that the ship would be ready to take her departure for Australia about the
10th January, and might be expected to arrive by the end of March,
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Tt is intended to lay the cablo down between a point (yet to be determined) to the eastward of
Cape Schanck and the most eligible landing-place near the mouth of the Tamar river, on the north coast
of Tasmania, 50 as to connect with the land lines in that colony at or near George Town.

The wogk is being carried out under a contract between the Government of Tasmania and the
Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Company, the chief conditions of which are, that the company
are to receive a payment annually of 6 per cent. on their expenditure on account of the cable (limited
t0 £70,000) for a period of thirty years. The company to maintain and work the cable at their own
risk and expense; but any profit beyond 10 per cent. obtained through the transmission of telegrams
between the two colonies, is to be allowed as a rebate on the amount of percentage guaranteed
(6 per cent.).

The Colony of Tasmania has for the present assumed the whole responsibility of the charge
(£4,200 per annum), the Government of this colony having declined to meet any share of the
expenditure farther than may be involved in providing a land line to meet the cable on the Victorian
coast, and to afford such facilities as may be possible in furthering the work on the northern shores of
Bass’s Straits.

Itis anticipated that a short length of about seven miles of land line will be required from Cape
Schank to a point on the eastern side of Western Port Bay, and one additional wire will be necessary on
the present poles between Melbourno and the 87th milo on tho main Point Nepean road, near
Mornington.

The expenditure involved will not exceed £750, and the work should be executed with all
possible despatch, in order to avoid delay in opening the communication with Tasmania when the cable
may have been laid.

EXTENT OF LINES.

Attached is a Return (Appendix C) showing all the lines of telegraph at present constituting
tho telographic system of this colony.

Tn conclusion, as I have been offcially informed that the practice hitherto adopted of conducting
the administration and working of this Department as a distinct brauch of the public service will be
discontinued on and after the 1st proximo, when my present office is to ho abolished, and the telegraphs
combined under the administration of the Fostal Department, I beg to express my sease of the zeal,
assiduity, and ability which, with very few exceptions, has marked the conduct of the vaxious offcers
and men who have served under my directions during the past fifteen years.

The many important and confidential duties entrusted to them have been well and faithfully
performed; and I have no doubt that, under the prospective change in inistration, their
past good service will be continued in the fature.

1 have the honor o be,
Sir,
Your obedient servant,
SAML. WALKER McGOWAN,
General Superintendent of Telegraphs, Victoria.
The Honorable the Postmaster-General,
&, &,  &e
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